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Purpose and Scope 
This policy of the New Fairfield Free Public Library is to guide librarians and inform constituents of the principles on which selections are made and to be in accordance of Public Act 25-168 Sec 322.  This policy applies to both the print and digital materials in the library collection. This policy provides guidance within budgetary and space limitations for the selection and evaluation of materials to meet the needs of the community. It also addresses collection maintenance.

The New Fairfield Free Public Library recognizes that library materials are provided for the interest, information and enlightenment of all residents and represent a wide range of varied and diverging viewpoints in the collection as a whole. The library also recognizes the importance of the public library as a place for voluntary inquiry, the dissemination of information and ideas, and the promotion of free expression and free access to ideas by residents. 

The goals of material selection evolve from the goals and purposes of the library itself: the continuing education of the people; the dissemination and advancement of knowledge; and the provision of recreational, spiritual, educational, and cultural materials. The New Fairfield Free Public Library serves the informational and recreational needs of the public through its own collection and provides resources of other libraries through BorrowIT, DeliverIT, and Interlibrary Loan. The general roles of the library, chosen by the Library Board of Trustees, may impact decisions made about collection development. The act of selection will be implemented by the regular consultation of reliable sources of reviews, bibliographies, and other appropriate aids.  The freedom to read, along with the freedom to hear and to view, is protected by the First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution and shall not be restricted or abridged based on the content or viewpoint expressed in the materials in the NFFPL collection. 

Responsibility of Selecting Library Materials
The New Fairfield Free Public Library recognizes that librarians are professionally trained to curate and develop a collection that provides access to the widest array of library and educational materials. Responsibility for selection is shared by the Librarians and the Library Director. Final responsibility for the selection of library materials rests with the Library Director, who administers under the authority and policies established by the Library Board of Trustees of the New Fairfield Free Public Library. 


Intellectual Freedom and Censorship 
The NFFPL strives to meet the informational needs of the CT library community to support all ages, backgrounds, and educational levels while recognizing that past and present inequities exclude many people, including Black people, indigenous people, people of color (BIPOC), individuals with accessibility needs, members of the LGBTQ+ community, and many other people with marginalized identities. The LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS, THE FREEDOM TO READ, and the FREEDOM TO VIEW as adopted by the Council of the American Library Association, are officially adopted as part of this policy. All materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the protections against discrimination set forth in Section 46a-64 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITY 
New Fairfield is a residential town of approximately 14,000 people. The library serves residents of all ages through BorrowIT, a statewide cooperative program among Connecticut Libraries. The library also serves any Connecticut resident with a valid card from another town. Out-of-state residents may also use the library for an annual fee. 

Selection Criteria
In order to build and maintain a collection based on professionally accepted standards of material relevance, physical condition, availability of duplicates, availability of age appropriate or grade-level material, continued demand of material the library will use the following general criterial when considering materials for acquisition:

	Public demand, interest, or need
	Accuracy and effectiveness of material
	Favorable assessments by reputable reviewers or organizations in professionally 
		recognized publications
	Prominence and credibility of author and publisher
	Relation to existing collection and other material on the subject
	Availability and affordability
	Value as resource material
Suitability of subject or style for intended audience
	Local or particular relevance to New Fairfield

Selection of materials is based on the professional knowledge and judgement of the library staff who are familiar with the strengths and weakness of the collection and are aware of the needs and interests of the community. Library materials, displays and programs shall only be excluded for legitimate professionally accepted standards of collection maintenance practices as adopted in the collection development and maintenance policy or the display and program policy.
Any librarian or staff member of a public library who in good faith, implements the policies described in this policy shall be immune from any liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed and shall have the same immunity with respect to any judicial proceeding that results from such implementation.

It is not the responsibility of the library to supply required textbooks or other specialized curriculum materials or to provide multiple copies. Textbooks may be added to the library’s collection if they fit selection guidelines.

The New Fairfield Free Public Library welcomes patron purchase requests for books and other materials. These requests are considered using the same criteria outlined in our collection policy. Should the library decide not to purchase the requested material, we will attempt to obtain it through Interlibrary Loan. 
Digital Collections/Databases
The library provides electronic material available in the library and remotely. In choosing to purchase or license electronic databases or software, the library applies the same standards for selection as for print materials. The library recognizes that it does not have the same control over electronic databases as it has over its print materials. The library will make every effort to provide assistance and ensure that the public learns how to use its electronic databases.

Gifts and Donations
The library welcomes gifts of books and other materials for the collection. Gift materials will be assessed by the same standards as materials considered for purchase and retains the right to keep or dispose of the same. The library reserves the right to judge all gifts by their merit and use. If requested by the donor, the library will acknowledge receipt of the number and type of books, but with no dollar valuation. Materials not kept by the Library may be given to the Friends of the Library to be disposed of according to their By-laws. 

Collection Maintenance
A librarian will review library and other educational material using professionally accepted standards: material relevance, physical condition, the availability of duplicates, availability of age-appropriate or grade-level material, continued demand for the material. 

Items may be repaired, replaced, or withdrawn. Items are withdrawn when their individual value to the library’s collection no longer exists. The selection policy guidelines will be applied to the removal of materials which are no longer needed and to those materials which should be replaced or rebound. The library uses the CREW guidelines to help in withdrawing items. Withdrawn materials will be sold at Library book sales, donated to other charities or discarded as appropriate

Controversial Materials
The library recognizes that some materials may not be considered appropriate by all patrons. Selections will not be made based on anticipated approval or disapproval, but on the merits of meeting the selection criteria as outlined in this policy.
Responsibility for children's reading rests with the parent or legal guardian. Selection will not be limited by the possibility that it may come in possession of minors. The removal, exclusion or censoring of any material on the sole basis that an individual finds such item offensive is prohibited. 
Library materials will not be identified to show approval or disapproval of the contents and no cataloged item will be removed from the open shelves except to protect it from damage or theft.

Library Material Review and Reconsideration Policy
The New Fairfield Free Public Library recognizes the importance of input from the public regarding material selection. The Library Staff and Library Board of Trustees seriously consider suggestions made by New Fairfield residents and taxpayers. The completion of the Material Review and Reconsideration Form does not guarantee the removal from the collection but does confirm the attention of Library Staff to resident opinion, interests and concerns. The library limits consideration of requests to reconsider materials, displays or programs to residents of New Fairfield.
Please see our Material Review and Reconsideration Policy and form for further information on this process.


Location
The policy is on the New Fairfield Free Public Library website  https://www.newfairfieldlibrary.org/about/library-policies      and in the library


POLICY UPDATES 
The collection development policy will be reviewed periodically by the Directors/Librarians and approved by the Library Board of Trustees. Approved - 2/1/99 Reviewed - Updated 12/06 Reviewed - 1/23/2020 Reviewed & Updated - 07/11/2023 Reviewed_& Updated – 09/11/2023 Reviewed & Approved 10/6/2025____________
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